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Shirlee Herrington

From: z tahoe <ztahoe@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2016 1:10 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
Subject: Regarding the Squaw/Alpine Base-to-Base Gondola environmental review process

October 3, 2016 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I would like to share my thoughts and concerns about the environmental review for the Squaw/Alpine Base-to-
Base Gondola being prepared by Placer County and the US Forest Service. 
 
I have concerns about the environmental review including: 

1. I am concerned that these two separate environmental review processes are being joined into one review. 
Will this combination of environmental reviews by the United States Forest Service and Placer County 
improve the review process and help protect the environment or will it just make it easier for Placer 
County to rubber stamp another major development project in the Sierra. 

2. Why is this project not being considered a part of the Squaw Valley Village environmental review 
process and accessing the cumulative impacts of both of these combined projects? California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) specifically forbids piecemeal reviews that don't take cumulative 
impacts of multiple projects into account. These two projects are being proposed by the same developer, 
are being built at the same time and are obviously linked.  

3. Building significant structures along the top of a ridge along the Granite Chief Wilderness will degrade 
the wilderness area for generations whether or not structures are actually being built inside the 
wilderness.  

4. Project alternatives need to be reviewed including a route that is off the mountain ridge-line and further 
from the Granite Chief Wilderness.  

5. The environmental benefits of a few less cars travelling between Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows 
each day pale in comparison to the the long lasting environmental impacts of this project on a wilderness 
area and the surrounding environment.  

Sincerely, 
 
Zach Tolby 
PO Box 925  
Carnelian Bay, Ca 96140 
 


