
TOM MOOERS: Good evening. My name is Tom Mooers. I'm with Sierra Watch and we work to protect 

threatened landscapes in the Sierra Nevada. If you haven't noticed we've got a few of those around here 

these days. I know you've heard already from my colleague, Isaac, today and we will be providing 

comments in writing, so I will be very, very brief. So first of all, I want to say thank you for having an 

evening session, a well-staffed evening session. I appreciate that. In terms of the project. To us, this is a 

really big deal. I mean, this proposal puts the most deeply held natural values of our Sierra Nevada, even 

the very wilderness experience of the American West, at stake. So it's a very big deal to us. In terms of 

scoping and identifying potential environmental impacts. Again, most of those we will provide in writing. 

I actually want to reaffirm two that are already apparent in the process so far. One is in the maps we see 

back here and are available online. The issue of wilderness designation, as Daniel pointed out, is really 

important and I think to many of us even sacred, and that Ronald Reagan signed that designation into 

law in 1984 and I think makes it clear this is a big, multigenerational issue. And I appreciate that that's 

very well clearly laid out in the maps in that beautiful dark, dark green. And you've also noted the 

private lands with wilderness designation because that is an issue. I think a lot of people have said, oh, 

that doesn't matter. To a lot of us that really, really matters. Secondly, I think you've already started to 

make some progress in pointing out how important the visual issues will be. And it's important to really 

take a look from both directions, from the wilderness, from Alpine Meadows Road. Because I think 

what's proposed here -- the word "gondola" sounds really nice to a lot of us. A lot of us grew up riding 

the Squaw gondola and those were good times. But what's proposed here is really a major permanent 

mechanized industrial transportation commercial installation on literally the crest of the Sierra. Again, 

that's a big deal. Thank you.  


