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Caroline McHugh

From: Paul McMurchie <paul@alpine-electric.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 08, 2016 10:19 PM
To: Scoping Comment
Subject: Squaw Valley to Alpine Meadows Base-to-Base Gondola Project

Hello 
 
I've  been a full time resident in Alpine Meadows for 36 wonderful years.  We have spent 
most of our lives enjoying this incredible valley in peace.  We are avid skiers and we 
have both spent significant time in the employment of Squaw and Alpine over the 
years.   
 
We are excited to have the choice of skiing either of these spectacular mountains and 
don't have a real problem with building a gondola per se.  We do however have a big 
problem with the proposed alignment of the lift.  First, there is a very special lake that 
we visit often which as been called Frog Lake, Pussy Lake, among other names 
depending upon who you ask. It exists within about 100 feet of the proposed Alpine mid 
station.  It would obviously suffer from the impact of a major piece of machinery that 
close by and that incredible view down the valley would no longer exist.  Nor would the 
peace of this special place. 
 
We have probably hiked the 5 Lakes Trail thousands of times over the years and 
consider it part of our spectacular back yard.  The thought of hiking to 5 Lakes or driving 
up the valley and just seeing the gondola hovering there is unacceptable to us.   
 
So here's our proposal.  We would like to see the gondola realigned to drop down into 
the White Wolf base area for the mid station rather than across the Five Lakes 
Escarpment.  It could then follow Alpine Meadows Rd. to the Alpine Meadows base 
area.   
 
I know Troy Caldwell disagrees with this idea as he hopes to optimize the value of his 
land development.  Fair enough. I just think that we the residents and the visitors to 
Alpine Meadows and 5 Lakes should not have to sacrifice our enjoyment of these pristine 
areas just to optimize the value of his project.  His new homeowners might even like the 
idea of being able to board the gondola for skiing or village access! 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to hopefully have some input to this project.  I think this is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity for the developers to do this thing right.  There will be no 
second chance.  The damage to this one of a kind place will be irreversible and many 
thousands of people will suffer the consequences of such a poorly conceived plan as the 
proposed gondola. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Paul McMurchie 

jjansen
Rectangle



2

Alpine Electric 
Alpine Integration 
1453 Pine Trail 
Alpine Meadows, CA  96146 
 
(530) 583 3000  
(530) 308 4785  
paul@alpine-electric.com 
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