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Caroline McHugh

From: Nicholas Anderson <nanderson6@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 4:04 PM
To: Scoping Comment
Subject: Comment on the Tahoe National Forest Draft EIS for Squaw Valley-Alpine Meadows 

Base-to-Base Gondola

To Whom It May Concern,  
 
I would like to comment on the Tahoe National Forest Draft EIS for Squaw Valley-Alpine Meadows Base-to-
Base Gondola. 
 
I am voicing my concern for the fact that the Squaw Valley-Alpine Meadows Base-to-Base Gondola is planned 
to travel through and impact the Granite Chief Wilderness area. 
This goes against the very definition of wilderness as laid out by the 1964 Wilderness Act - Public Law 88-577 
(16 U.S. C. 1131-1136). 
 
There is even a good example that should set a strong precedent for this specific area.  In 1957 the Sierra Club 
built the Bradley Ski Hut in the Five Lakes Basin, between Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows.  Then, around 
1994 the wilderness designation changed and that area became included in the Granite Chief Wilderness.  Upon 
request from the Tahoe National Forest, in 1997-99 the Sierra Club disassembled the hut, which they did 
without the use of mechanized equipment per the rules of the Wilderness designation.  A new Bradley Hut was 
built in the Pole Creek drainage north of Squaw Valley, to comply with the Wilderness Regulations. 
 
Even a tiny backcountry ski hut, only traveled to on foot and skis was considered a "permanent improvement" 
as disallowed by the wilderness act. 
That certainly pales in comparison to the development of both the gondola and Gazex avalanche control system 
that would be built partially upon this wilderness. 
 
The Tahoe National Forest should be invested in the protection of designated wilderness land, if not because it 
is the right thing to do, then because It is simply against the federal law that you uphold to do this. 
It should not become the role of concerned citizens to be the only voice against development in our shared 
wilderness. 
Wilderness is wilderness, and that's the bottom line. 
Respect it! 
 
Nick Anderson 
525 Fillmore St. 
San Francisco, CA 94117 


