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Shirlee Herrington

From: Louie Fielding <louiefielding@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 08, 2016 4:12 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
Cc: pr@squawalpine.com
Subject: Squaw-Alpine Gondola Alignment

Hello, 
I would like to comment regarding the proposed Squaw Valley to Alpine Meadows Gondola.  First, I think that 
the gondola is a worthwhile project that will create a unified, world-class ski resort and also balance traffic and 
crowd demands. 
 
However, the proposed alignment through the edge of the Five Lakes area is offensive and unnecessary.  As 
shown in the project EIS documents (http://media.squawalpinegondola-
eis.com/documents/Fig2_Base_Map_160412.pdf), the gondola clearly goes through the congressionally 
designated boundary of the Granite Chief Wilderness.  While this section of land is private, it goes against the 
intent of the wilderness area.  The edge of the plateau that the proposed gondola traverses is a stunning setting, 
right on the Sierra Pacific/Tahoe watershed.  The Five Lakes are a very popular family hike, and while the trail 
is surrounded by ski areas and development, the lakes themselves are a pristine escape.  The gondola, as 
proposed, would indelibly alter and degrade this essence of wilderness. 
 
A more acceptable alignment would be to follow a lower contour through Mr. Caldwell's property, such that the 
gondola is not visible from the lakes except where it crosses the KT-22 saddle.  The least offensive alignment 
would generally follow the lift towers already in place on Mr. Caldwell's property, with the Alpine Meadows 
mid station down near the Alpine Meadows road.  While this would not achieve the ski area's objective of 
providing lift-served skiing to The Buttress and Bernie's Run areas, it would serve as an alternate loading 
station and improve pedestrian circulation in the Alpine parking lot.  Lift-served skiing in the outer Alpine 
bowls is a worthwhile but separate objective that should be achieved with separate lifts that do not mar the 
wilderness experience. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Louie Fielding 
Tahoma, CA 


