
KEITH FOUNTAIN: Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the base-to-base gondola. My name is 

Keith Fountain and I'm speaking on behalf of the Squaw Valley Lodge Owners Association, a 218-unit 

condominium hotel located at 201 Squaw Creek Road, which is immediately adjacent to the project 

area. We are encouraged by investments proposed by our resort community, by Squaw Valley Ski 

Holdings and Squaw Valley Real Estate and their specific plan for the Village of Squaw Valley. And we see 

the base-to-base gondola as a bold, creative, and indeed an essential element of their plan for a thriving 

and successful destination ski resort which will serve all the stakeholders in Squaw Alpine. Of course, 

such an ambitious project will present challenges. In our experience, an open and collaborative 

approach is most likely to address these challenges. For instance, we shared our concerns about the 

village plan with Squaw and it was significantly modified. Therefore, we began a process in October of 

2015 of working with Squaw Valley Ski Holdings to inform our owners of the base-to-base project. 

Squaw executives presented their vision and preliminary design at our annual owners meeting. Owner 

conversations and surveys were conducted by our committee in-house. We hosted site visits by the B2B 

design team at the Squaw Valley Lodge. And alternative implementations and designs were explored 

and candidly discussed. As a result, an alternative plan was proposed by Squaw Valley Ski Holdings 

which relocated the gondola storage away from the lodge and uphill from the base-to-base and KT-22 

terminals. Cushing Pond would be retained and enhanced with landscaping and in the winter filled with 

snow and facilitates ski-in access to the lodge. Berms and landscaping were added to screen the gondola 

base building from our view. Winter and summer elevations of the site plan were provided to better 

communicate with our owners, and renderings are now being prepared to visualize the view from our 

Building 3 where owners are most impacted. Our concerns about ambient noise are being explored 

including a consideration of the state-of-the-art direct drive lower decibel motor, winter-only operation 

with appropriate opening and closing times are being discussed, as are lighting options and pedestrian 

skier traffic and congregation. We are encouraged by Squaw's efforts to collaborate with us and to 

incorporate project components to mitigate potentially significant impacts and look forward to 

continuing to work with them throughout this process. Now we welcome Placer County and the federal 

organizations to the process to ensure that all of the broad-based rigor that CEQA and NEPA requires is 

applied to this project. We ask you to help us scrutinize the aesthetic impact on our view shed, the 

potential for noise and light pollution, and the impact of pedestrian and skier traffic. With the project 

literally outside our back door we need to get this right and realize that, done well, the base-to-base can 

be an iconic statement and amenity to our entire resort community. Thank you.  


