
JUDY BRUNER: Hello, I'm Judy Bruner. I'm a homeowner in Alpine Meadows Estates having a home there 

for the last 17 years. I live full time in the Bay Area but have a second home in Alpine Meadows. Just to 

let you know, I have written in a four-page letter to both the Forest Service and to Placer County, so 

today I'll try to focus my comments as requested on additional items that we would like the Forest 

Service as well as Placer County to take a look at. So first I would like you to address the trail use of the 

Five Lakes Trail. The Five Lakes Trail is one of the most popular and widely used trails within the forest 

area, and in most recent times there have been many postings that the trail is closed to the public. I 

believe this is because the person who owns the land that crosses over certain sections of the trail is 

closing the trail. But we would like you to do a look at the trail use and essentially develop a trail 

management plan in conjunction with the gondola plan. Second, as I understand it, the Forest Service is 

responsible for the visual quality of the Scott management area, and I believe, and I know many of my 

colleagues and friends believe, that the visual quality will be forever impaired by the gondola, by the 37 

towers, 11 of which are on Forest Service land, the platforms and the bunkers on the platforms, and the 

aboveground piping that's needed for the gondola. So we would like to ask the Forest Service and Placer 

County to do state-of-the-art modeling and terrain and satellite imaging to look at what is the impact of 

this. We believe you can use tent poles depicting the towers, cables, the GazEx, bunkers, and the 

pipelines. And we would also like you to look at the noise pollution that will be created by the 

helicopters to both install all of the gondola requirements as well as service them and the noise 

pollution from the ATVs that will be used to service the bunkers. Next, in terms of the Granite Chief 

Wilderness Area, we would like to ask that you look at the potential permanent loss of wilderness land. 

We understand that there is private property that crosses wilderness land. However, congress asked the 

Forest Service to try to acquire any land that was in the private hands. And we understand the current 

owner is unwilling to sell, but a future owner might be willing to sell, but essentially it could never 

become wet wilderness again once the gondola goes over head over this land. So we would like you to 

look at this potential permanent loss of wilderness land for the public. Lastly, I would just like to 

mention that I'm glad to see such a good turnout here today, and I would encourage the Forest Service 

and the county supervisors in the future to hold these meetings on a weekend as opposed to 2:00 p.m. 

on a Monday causing many people like myself to take off a day of work in order to come up here. Thank 

you.  


