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May 5, 2016 
 
Shirlee Herrington 
Environmental Coordination Services 
Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County 
3091 County Center Drive, Suite #190 
Auburn, CA 95603 
cdraecs@placer.ca.gov; sherring@placer.ca.gov 
 
Regarding the: Squaw Valley to Alpine Meadows Base-to-Base Gondola Project 
 
Dear County Supervisors, 
 
The Tahoe National Forest (“TNF”) indicates on its website for this project that “The TNF’s purpose for 
the project is to improve developed winter recreation opportunities in the Scott Management Area, 
consistent with the 1990 Tahoe National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan).” 
 
As a user of the winter (and summer) recreation opportunities in the Scott Management Area for the 
past 20 years, there is no need for this gondola project to “improve” the winter recreation 
opportunities.  There is ample terrain at both the Squaw Valley ski resort and the Alpine Meadows ski 
resort for a full day of skiing.  There is no need to waste time during a day of skiing riding a gondola 
between the resorts.  There is no drawback to skiing one resort one day and the other resort another 
day. 
 
Of course Squaw Valley Ski Holdings, LLC (“SVSH”) argues that there is a need for improved connectivity 
between the ski areas.   SVSH cites that Squaw Valley has limited terrain suitable for beginners and 
teaching, and that Alpine Meadows has additional intermediate and beginner terrain. That is in fact why 
families with young children often focus on Alpine Meadows.  As the children develop into better skiers, 
many choose to spend the day at Squaw Valley. 
 
SVSH also cites limited amenities at the Alpine Meadows resort, suggesting that purchasers of lift tickets 
want to take the gondola to Squaw for a better choice of food and shopping.  The limited amenities and 
limited commercialization is in fact why a large percentage of Alpine Meadows visitors choose to ski 
there.  They choose Alpine Meadows in order to ski and enjoy the great outdoors in a peaceful and 
family oriented resort.  
 
Let there be no mistake about why SVSH wants to build a gondola between the two resorts.  SVSH views 
this as another money-making opportunity.  Even if there is no real need for the gondola, visitors will 
pay for tickets to try it out.  SVSH plans for high volume transportation given the design capacity of 
approximately 1,400 persons per hour in each direction. 
 
Are there drawbacks to the gondola?  The answer is absolutely yes.  The gondola will traverse over the 
Granite Chief Wilderness (“GCW”), which is a federal wilderness area.  Today, this area is one of the 
most popular hiking areas in the Tahoe region.  Hikers travel the Five Lakes trail to the GCW because it is 
beautiful, tranquil, and largely undisturbed by man.  That will no longer be true if there are gondola 
towers, cables overhead, and drop-off points at mid-stations very near the wilderness area.  One of the 
mid-stations is designed to be approximately 80 feet from the GCW and the other approximately 175 
feet from the GCW.  When one hikes to the GCW in the summer months, the presence of 11 towers on 
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National Forest Service (“NFS”) lands, two mid-stations next to GCW and cables overhead will forever 
spoil the national forest and federal wilderness area.  Further, the construction of these mid-stations, 
which will have to occur during the summer months will impair the peacefulness of hiking in the GCW.  
And construction is estimated to require the removal of 500 trees in the project area and another 150 
trees on NFS land.  Again this will create blight on land that is currently enjoyed as a natural area by 
many people. 
 
Furthermore, this is an area known to be prone to avalanches, and so the proposal calls for installing 
eight Gazex® avalanche mitigation exploders (seven on National Forest System [NFS] lands, one on 
private lands).  Operation of the Gazex exploders would require four shelters to house propane and 
oxygen tanks. Each shelter would be approximately 7 feet high by 7 feet wide/long and would be set on 
an aboveground platform. The shelters would include an antenna approximately 22 feet tall. 
Approximately 3,000 feet of 1-2 inch HDPE pipe would be installed aboveground to connect the four 
shelters with the eight exploders. The construction of these exploders, shelters and piping on NFS land, 
near the GCW would be a profound travesty! 
 
The project proposal states that the gondola would only operate during the ski season.  Don’t be fooled 
by this plan.  After investing in the installation of this gondola, SVSH will certainly look for ways to 
increase the return on their investment.   Particularly as weather patterns are changing and the ski 
season becomes shorter, SVSH will most likely look to utilize the Gondola during the summer months.  
They will advertise this as enabling a greater percentage of the public to access the GCW.  This will result 
in visitors with less appreciation for the wilderness area – i.e. visitors who can reach the wilderness via a 
gondola ride instead of a hike.  Providing motorized access to the wilderness area will result in overuse, 
trash, and development in conflict with the Wilderness Act of 1964. Will we need bathrooms in the 
Forest and GCW?  You get the point. The EIS must address the potential future impacts of year-round 
operations. 
 
Conflict with the Wilderness Act: 
The GCW has been designated under the Wilderness Act of 1964 (“The Act”).  The Act defines a 
wilderness area as: 

“… an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man 
himself is a visitor who does not remain.  An area of wilderness is further defined to mean in this 
Act an area of undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, without 
permanent improvements or human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to 
preserve its natural conditions and which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily 
by the forces of nature, with the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable;…” 
 

The installation of towers, mid-stations, cables, shelters, platforms and piping on NFS land adjacent to 
and over a federally designated wilderness area is in direct conflict with the intent of The Act.  
Furthermore, the use of helicopters to install the towers and mid-stations in areas adjacent to GCW, and 
the use of ATVs to service and supply the propane and oxygen tank shelters on land adjacent to GCW, is 
in conflict with prohibitions under The Act, which include: 

“Motorized equipment and equipment used for mechanical transport is generally prohibited on 
all federal lands designated as wilderness. This includes the use of motor vehicles, motorboats, 
motorized equipment, bicycles, hang gliders, wagons, carts, portage wheels, and the landing of 
aircraft including helicopters, unless provided for in specific legislation.” 
 

The Act goes on to say: 
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“The Wilderness Act requires management of human-caused impacts and protection of the 
area's wilderness character to insure that it is "unimpaired for the future use and enjoyment as 
wilderness." Use of the equipment listed as prohibited in wilderness is inconsistent with the 
provision in the Wilderness Act which mandates opportunities for solitude or primitive 
recreation and that wilderness is a place that is in contrast with areas where people and their 
works are dominant.” 

 
Conflict with the Forest Plan and Cumulative Impact: 
The Project Overview says that “The Alpine Meadows SUP is located in the Scott Management Area 
which allows for development of additional winter sports facilities and support services as part of the 
desired future condition of the management area (Forest Plan, p. V-446-449).” 
 
However, the Forest Plan p. V-449 says with respect to the Scott Management Area (“MA”): 
“Consider visuaI quality in any land management activity in this MA, including the continued use by 
Alpine Stables (a site currently In conflict with visual standards) and ski area expansion.  Continue to 
place all utility lines underground due to visual and avalanche considerations.” 
 
Clearly the above-ground piping, platforms and shelters are not in accord with maintaining the visual 
quality of the Scott Management Area. 
 
In addition, one cannot look at the Gondola in isolation.  This is part of a grand plan by SVSH to expand 
the Squaw Valley Resort, adding over 1,500 bedrooms as well as an indoor theme park, and use the 
Gondola as a further (year-round?) attraction. 
 
Page V-446 of the Forecast Plan says: 
 “Ski industry expansion represents the primary opportunity and raises the principal issues.  Expansions 
are a concern in relation to traffic, community services and utility capacities, and provide secondary 
impacts to the Lake Tahoe Basin. Expansion in or near the Lake Tahoe Basin is dependent upon access 
via Highway 89 and is likely to face difficult obstacles.” 
 
The planned SVSH expansion of the Squaw Valley Resort and installation of the gondola, which is meant 
to further increase attendance at the ski resort, would result in exactly the type of traffic concerns 
contemplated by the Forest Plan. The EIS must evaluate the potential increased traffic caused by the 
gondola as well as the traffic caused by the related Squaw Village expansion. 
 
Further, the approval of this Gondola will result in additional development as the owner of the private 
property (known as White Wolf) will then utilize the funding as well as the access provided by the 
Gondola to develop two further ski chair lifts (Caldwell Chair KT and Caldwell Chair Estelle) as well as the 
development of numerous homes, roads and parking structures.  The proposed Estelle chair is 
dependent and interrelated with the gondola project. The overall White Wolf development should be 
fully addressed as a cumulative impact in the EIS.  This project and the related projects will forever 
destroy the current visual quality in the Scott Management Area. 
 
Private Property vs Wilderness: 
The Notice of Preparation of a Draft EIR for the Gondola Project states that “In one portion of the 
private lands the project crosses through the congressionally designated boundary of the Granite Chief 
Wilderness (GCW) that extends into this private property.  However, the Wilderness Act does not apply 
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to private property and this private property is not managed, maintained, or considered part of the 
GCW.” 
 
The Wilderness Act instructed the Forest Service to try to acquire private property that existed within 
the boundaries of designated wilderness areas.  GCW was designated in 1984, and Troy Caldwell 
purchased 460 acres from the railroad in 1989, with a portion of his land extending into the GCW.  The 
Forest Service has tried to purchase this section of land from Troy Caldwell, but he has refused to sell.  
Given that this land was sold to Mr. Caldwell after it was designated wilderness, the refusal to sell and 
the insistence to build a gondola over this land is morally wrong, if not also legally wrong. 
 
 
Conclusions: 
For the many reasons cited, the development of the proposed gondola should be denied by the Forest 
Service.  Please protect the Granite Chief Wilderness as was intended by Congress and preserve this 
beautiful area for generations to come. We expect a rigorous and credible evaluation of the gondola 
project impacts, including the substantial cumulative impacts (direct and indirect) of Estelle chair, KT 
chair, White Wolf and Squaw Village. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Judy & Mike Bruner 
14072 Okanogan Drive 
Saratoga, CA 95070 
(408) 867-8801 
Mobile: (408) 772-7599 
Judy.bruner@sandisk.com 
judybruner@outlook.com 
mwbruner@yahoo.com 
 
Owners of: 
1751 John Scott Trail 
Alpine Meadows, CA 96146 
 
CC:  
Eli Ilano, Forest Supervisor 
c/o NEPA Contractor 
P.O. Box 2729 
Frisco, CO 80443 
Scoping_comment@squawalpinegondola-eis.com 
 
Sierra Watch, tmooers@sierrawatch.org; isilverman@sierrawatch.org; cschweitzer@sierrawatch.org 
 
Daniel Heagerty, Board member of Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League, 
protect.granite.chief@gmail.com; ddheagerty@gmail.com 
 
Joe Flannery, jflannery@fs.fed.us 


