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May 23, 2016 
 
Shirlee Herrington 
Environmental Coordination Services 
Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County 
3091 County Center Drive, Suite #190 
Auburn, CA 95603 
cdraecs@placer.ca.gov; sherring@placer.ca.gov 
 
Regarding the: Squaw Valley to Alpine Meadows Base-to-Base Gondola Project 
 
Dear County Supervisors, 
 
I am sending a second letter regarding this project after becoming aware of additional issues not 
described in my first letter (first letter is dated May 5, 2016 and is also attached).   
 
The additional issues and requests to the county supervisors are described below. 
 

1. Conflict of Interest:  
The same consultant that was used by Squaw Valley Ski Holdings (“SVSH”) to analyze this project 
is also the consultant being used by the Tahoe National Forest for the NEPA required 
Environmental Impact Statement (“EIR”).  That consultant is the SE Group.  This is a blatant 
conflict of interest.   The county supervisors should require the forest service to immediately 
cease usage of the SE Group and find an independent consultant. 
   

2. Danger of Gasex exploders to hikers, skiers and wildlife:  
The Gasex exploders are not only an eyesore, they are a physical hazard for hikers and skiers.   
The EIR must carefully analyze the impact of danger to hikers and skiers from this obstructive 
equipment and the volatile gases used in the equipment. In addition, the explosions and the 
noise will result in injury to wildlife in the area, and this must be carefully analzed in the EIR.   
 

3. Permanent destruction of Congressionally designated Wilderness Area and alternative routes 
away from the wilderness area: 
Constructing the Gondola as currently proposed would forever eliminate the ability to complete 
the land consolidation of the Granite Chief Wilderness that was intended by Congress and the 
State of California in the 1984 California Wilderness Act.  As indicated at the public scoping 
meeting held on May 9, 2016, there are alternative routes for the gondola which would reduce 
impact to the Tahoe National Forest and the Granite Chief Wilderness.  Should this project 
continue, the public deserves a thorough analysis by the county superviors of alternate routes 
that would minimize impact to these public lands and enable the ability to complete the 
consolidation of the Granite Chief Wilderness Area in the future. 
 

4. Cumulative impact of the Estelle chairlift and the KT chairlift: 
The owner of the White Wolf property has stated his intent to utilize the Alpine Gondola mid-
way station in order to build a new chairlift (Estelle) and complete the partially built existing 
chairlift (KT).  The County must protect the public interests by preparing a thorough and fair 
analysis of the cumulative impact of these chairlifts in the Gondola EIR. 
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5. Traffic impacts and enhanced transportation between Squaw and Alpine: 
The applicant has stated that the proposed Gondola would reduce the travel time between the 
two ski resorts, and the applicant touts that this project will reduce traffic by 100 cars/day.  This 
is a complete red herring presented by SVSH!  The shuttle that currently runs between the 
Squaw and Alpine resorts is minimally used.  Of course SVSH will say that is because of the wait 
time and transportation time.  If that was the real issue, SVSH could run more shuttles for a 
much lower cost than the cost of a $35 million Gondola, and the additional shuttles would surely 
be fewer vehicles than the supposed cars that SVSH believes are traveling back and forth 
between the resorts today.  The reality is that the plans of SVSH to add 1500 bedrooms and a 
theme park to Squaw Valley will create traffic that far overshadows the savings in cars and/or 
shuttles for skiers that may want to ski both resorts in one day.  This project is not about 
reducing traffic.  This project is about trying to “create demand” to cross the mountains and 
thereby attract more people, more traffic and more spending at the SVSH resorts. 
 
The county supervisors owe it to the public to do an independent study of the traffic patterns 
that would result from the cumulative impact of the Squaw Valley Village project and the 
Gondola.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Judy & Mike Bruner 
14072 Okanogan Drive 
Saratoga, CA 95070 
(408) 867-8801 
Mobile: (408) 772-7599 
judybruner@outlook.com 
mwbruner@yahoo.com 
 
Owners of: 
1751 John Scott Trail 
Alpine Meadows, CA 96146 
 
Attachment: Letter dated 5-5-2016 from Judy & Mike Bruner 
CC:  
Eli Ilano, Forest Supervisor 
c/o NEPA Contractor 
P.O. Box 2729 
Frisco, CO 80443 
Scoping_comment@squawalpinegondola-eis.com 
 
Sierra Watch, tmooers@sierrawatch.org; isilverman@sierrawatch.org; cschweitzer@sierrawatch.org 
 
Daniel Heagerty, Board member of Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League, 
protect.granite.chief@gmail.com; ddheagerty@gmail.com 
 
Joe Flannery, jflannery@fs.fed.us 


