
JIM BACKHUS Hello. Thanks for letting me comment. Four points here: First of all, my name is Jim 

Backhus and I live in Ward Canyon, Alpine Peaks up near Sherwood lift and I've been a full-time resident 

for over 20 years. I enjoy the outdoors, the wilderness, hiking, biking, and I enjoy skiing too at Squaw 

and Alpine. I'm concerned about the length of the gondola as it goes down the wilderness boundary 

line. Has there ever been anything like this proposed before or in action now? You know, how would it 

impact the wilderness character being so close to that boundary and how will it leave you feeling as you 

walk in and out of that wilderness? It has come to my understanding that the Forest Service will be using 

the same consultant for the NEPA that designed this whole project. I think there should be someone 

involved doing the NEPA that's neutral. It was indicated here that's going to save 100 or so cars a day of 

travel. This is a huge project to save 100 cars. Someone said $35 million; whether that's $5 or $10 

million. When KSL bought Alpine Meadows they immediately cancelled the Sherwood shuttle. That's 

probably 100 cars a day that are coming down the west shore all the way into Alpine Meadows to 

Squaw. I mean, it doesn't seem like a good alternative there. And then last, like the other gentleman 

said, you know, if they must do this project and it gets approved, then steer it away from the wilderness. 

Go up to a key point somewhere atop of KT and then angle it 45 degrees and go directly to the base of 

Alpine. It doesn't make any sense to do all these other locations and impact the wilderness for a gondola 

that's not going to access or provide any other ski or terrain than we have now. Thank you.  


