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January 25, 2017 

Via E-Mail and U.S. Mail 

Shirlee Herrington 
Environmental Coordination Service 
Community Development Resource Agency 
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190 
Auburn, CA 95603 
 
cdraecs@placer.ca.gov 
 
Heather Beckman, Associate Planner 
Placer County, Planning Services Division 
775 North Lake Boulevard 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 
 
hbeckman@placer.ca.gov 

Eli Ilano, Supervisor 
Tahoe National Forest 
631 Coyote St 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
 
 
eilano@fs.fed.us 
  
Joe Flannery, Wilderness & Winter Sports 
Tahoe National Forest 
10811 Stockrest Springs Rd,  
Truckee, CA 96161 
 
jflannery@fs.fed.us 

  
 Re: Proper methodology and scope of Sierra Nevada Yellow Legged 
 Frog surveys to assess impacts from the proposed interconnect 
 Gondola 
 
Dear Ms. Herrington, Ms. Beckman, Mr. Ilano, and Mr. Flannery, 
 
The proposed Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows Base to Base Gondola project 
would construct roads and install permanent mechanized industrial infrastructure 
along a striking granite ridgeline that is within a federally designated wilderness 
boundary and borders the publicly owned Granite Chief Wilderness Area.  
Furthermore, connected projects, including the Rollers Lift and Estelle Skiway, 
included in the 2015 Alpine Meadows Master Plan, and resort development plans 
for the White Wolf parcel threaten to forever change an iconic and biologically 
important Sierra Nevada landscape.  
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In scoping comments submitted May 23, 2016, Sierra Watch identified numerous 
potentially significant environmental impacts of the Gondola project, ranging from 
the degradation of scenic views and increased noise in wilderness areas from the 
proposed gondola and ski lifts to water quality and biological impacts due to 
construction access roads and increased recreational use.  All of these impacts 
must be comprehensively studied by Placer County and the U.S. Forest Service 
when considering the proper course forward.    
 
One of the key issues, and the reason for this letter, is the extent to which the 
proposed development would negatively impact the endangered Sierra Nevada 
Yellow Legged Frog and its critical habitat.  Of particular concern is the project’s 
proposed location within the frog’s critical habitat area (Subunit 2d) and its 
proximity to the Five Lakes Frog Conservation Area.  Because the project area has 
already been determined to be of critical importance to the survival of this species, 
the project’s impacts must be closely scrutinized. 
 
Attached you will find a memorandum from Neil Kauffman, who has extensive 
experience studying the Sierra Nevada Yellow Legged Frog, detailing the 
appropriate methodology and scope of field surveys necessary to establish 
information concerning baseline populations and suitable habitat for the frog in an 
around the proposed Gondola.  An accurate and comprehensive assessment of the 
state of current frog populations and habitat in and around the project area is 
absolutely vital to an adequate analysis of the impacts the project would have on 
this endangered frog.   
 
As you will read in the attached memorandum, this will require significant effort 
by qualified individuals across a relatively broad geographic scope, over many 
months.  Not only will these surveys provide a foundation for responsible 
decisionmaking, the baseline studies are necessary to comply with state and 
federal laws governing environmental analysis and the protection of endangered 
species including but not limited to the California Environmental Quality Act, the 
National Environmental Policy Act, and the federal Endangered Species Act. 
 
We are providing this information now because we understand that Placer County 
and the Forest Service will be meeting in the near future to plan field survey work 
for the environmental studies this spring and summer.  We ask that you 
incorporate this information into your plans as you make these critical decisions.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Isaac Silverman  
Sierra Watch Staff Attorney 


