
ISAAC SILVERMAN: Hi, I'm Isaac Silverman. I work for Sierra Watch, a conservation nonprofit. We're 

pretty active up here. I'm going to keep this brief because what we're also submitting is rather 

exhaustive comments. There are a couple of issues I want to raise. One is the question of segmentation 

and how we look at this project in connection with both the Alpine Meadows Master Plan which shows 

a lift called the Rollers lift. That would be a hike-to terrain without this gondola essentially on private 

land on the backside of Alpine Meadows. I think that that is a lift that really wouldn't be built or couldn't 

be built without the gondola. It services intermediate terrain which isn't typically the type of skier that 

hikes 20 minutes along ridge line to go access it. So that's one issue, segmentation. The other is the lift. I 

know it hasn't been formally proposed to the Forest Service yet but has been in some pre-development 

meetings with Placer County and that's the lifts on Mr. Caldwell's land also connecting to the gondola 

way station. I feel like that is another part of this process that really should be considered at this time as 

part of this project since they're so connected. And then the final one is actually connected to what Mr. 

Fountain talked about is how this gondola is really an integral part of the overall redevelopment 

proposed by KSL Capital Partners for both the village of Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows. They have 

repeatedly explained that this gondola is to connect their bed bases with all their skiable terrain which is 

the village and beds and all the skiable terrain in Alpine Meadows and Squaw Valley. So really its 

justification is based on the village's law and should be considered as part of the same projects. There is 

a couple other issues around wilderness I want to touch on briefly. Other people have spoken to them. 

One of them is we have some visual simulations. I think there's a few things that we need to assure 

ahead and that is the view from the Five Lakes Trail. When you're on that easement approaching, you're 

looking up at that beautiful granite ridge which is going to have lift towers on it. Should it be built? And 

that means both the summer and winter. It's a year-round access and people do use that and do access 

the wilderness area year round. And then I think the last thing I wanted to touch on real quickly. This is 

mostly for Placer County since it's on your side of the hill, so to speak, and that's the modifications to 

Cushing Pond. If it's going to be filled, even part year dredged or kind of drained, there needs to be 

consultation with Army Corps of Engineers. How I look at it is most likely a jurisdiction of water and it 

should be included at a very early stage to ensure that that's part of the process. Thanks.  


