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From: genie moore <eugenieann@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 30, 2016 8:42 PM
To: Scoping Comment
Subject: Public Comment

Submitted on the website but just in case! :) 

Dear US Forest Service Staff, 

Thank you for reviewing the public comments on the Squaw Valley/ Alpine Meadows Base to Base Gondola 
proposed project. Our family has owned property and skied in Alpine Meadows Valley since 1967. Thank you 
for this opportunity to comment on the future of our valley.  

The first issue we would like to raise is the proximity of this project to Designated Wilderness - Granite Chief 
Wilderness (GCW). In particular, the Alpine midway station is being proposed 80 feet from the boundary of 
GCW. During construction, how would you ensure rock blasting and helicopter use would not impact the 
GCW? After construction, how do you justify the visual blight and auditory noises that the chair lift will bring 
to the GCW? In addition, the hiking trail that leads to the Granite Chief Wilderness (which does cross private 
property) will be overshadowed by the gondola. Do we really want one of the premier entryways to GCW to be 
blighted by a gondola? 

The second issue we would like to raise is the base operations for the proposed gondola at Alpine Meadows Ski 
Area. The base station would be situated on National Forest Service lands. The congestion, blight and general 
land disruption will decrease the safety and experience of skiers on Forest Service lands. We utilize the ski area 
and are huge advocates of skiing but there is a limit to the “development” needed to provide a safe and 
enjoyable skiing experience. This does not add to people’s skiing experience – rather is provides a way for the 
permittee to transport people to buy things in their mall in Squaw Valley. The terrain at the midway stations is 
not for the average skier. The really good skiers can get there now and they like the challenge!  

In addition, the 11 towers ranging in height from 30 – 60 feet high on Forest Service land is TOO many more 
than what already exists in this area. And taking of 150 trees on Forest Service land and an additional 350 trees 
on private property to “make way” for the gondola is TOO MANY. The general area that the gondola is being 
proposed does not have that many trees to begin with. This would be a huge disruption to a portion of the forest 
that has unusual rock formations and a unique ecosystem which makes it difficult for trees to grow. It will 
change the character of the GCW Boundary entrance area. 

The third issue we would like to raise is the SAFETY of people. This project is being proposed in one of the 
most avalanche prone locations in Alpine Meadows Valley. We understand that with it the proposal includes 
additional avalanche equipment – but is it enough to keep people safe? Encouraging people to ski in an area that 
has taken the lives of several young skiers is dangerous. In fact, this winter, this area had an avalanche during a 
large storm over the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. It is DIRECTLY above Alpine Meadows Road and 
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Parking Area. Do you remember the avalanche tragedy of 1982/ 1983? That could happen again and by having 
a gondola in this area and more people encouraged to ski in this zone – will put lives in danger. 

  

We respectfully request that you deny this permit application for the development of Forest Service 
lands- the permittees have crossed the line by proposing more development on Forest Service lands and 
adjacent to a Congressionally Designated Wilderness Area. This area is under pressure from the number 
of people that currently utilize it and encourage more people to use areas that are avalanche prone is 
irresponsible. At the very least, we would encourage you to have the applicants for this permit re-consider their 
plan to lessen the impact this project will have on Congressionally Designated Wilderness.  Please hold the 
permittees accountable for proper and equitable mitigation.  

  

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to serving the American public, 

Eugenie A. Moore, Brian J. Popper,  

T. Charles Moore and Meredith Moore  

Deer Park Dr., Alpine Meadows Estates 

  

Bay Area: 

920 Carson Dr 

Sunnyvale, CA, 94086 

  


