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Shirlee Herrington

From: dan tumas <dbttahoe@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 02, 2016 10:39 AM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
Subject: Fwd:

 
 

October 1, 2016 

Shirlee Herrington 

Environmental Coordination Services 

Community Development Resource Agency 

3091 County Center Dr. Suite 190 

Auburn, CA 95603 

Dear Shirlee, 

The following are my thoughts and concerns about the Squaw/Alpine Base-to-Base 
Gondola to be evaluated in the EIR/EIS to be prepared by Placer County and the US 
Forest Service. 

Project Alternatives- An alternative route that avoids any impacts to the Granite Chief 
Wilderness Area must be fully developed and evaluated. No uses, operations or 
equipment should be located in a location that may impact Wilderness values, use, 
habitat, water quality, night sky or aesthetics. 
An alternative is needed  that has no impact to any Sierra yellow-legged frog 
populations. 

An alternative route is needed that would cause no threat to those Designated Wilderness 
Lands that lie within the Granite Chief Wilderness Boundary. 

An alternative that would pose the minimal visual and aesthetic impacts to the Five 
Lakes Trail 

The EIR/EIS should evaluate an alternative based on ground-transportation 
improvements that would meet skier needs. Low or no emissions vans and buses, 
specialized vehicles for user ease and efficiency, more flexible scheduling or Uber-
modeled call and ride services,  and other means to creatively address base-to-base 
transportation. 
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Wildfire- Wildfire risks are increasing throughout Tahoe, including Alpine Meadows. The 
science of forest fires, climate change, fuel loads and other aspects of fire risks will need 
to be fully evaluated in this EIR/EIS. The gondola would bring more people into both 
valleys. More vehicles will be parked at both base locations. More persons, reflective 
materials, volatile fuels and spark-inducing activities (activities that increase the risk of 
fire) would be placed in remote and/or difficult to reach locations as a result of this 
project. 
How will this project impact area fire fighting capacities, fire management capabilities, 
and the increases in fire risk and control? 

The EIR for the Squaw Village project estimates a 10.7 hour evacuation timeframe for 
vehicles to leave Squaw Valley in an emergency. What will be the estimated evacuation 
times for Alpine Meadows; Squaw Valley with the gondola and the proposed Squaw 
Village; SR 89 to Tahoe City; SR 89 to Truckee; and distances both east and west on I-80 
before that traffic reaches “posted speed limits?” 

There are several known and pending development proposals such as Alpine Sierra, 
White Wolf, Alpine Meadows Master Plan, Tahoe City Lodge, etc. Each project will 
contribute more vehicles, more property protection efforts, more human risk 
opportunities and other public interest considerations. The proposed gondola will 
increase visitor uses at Squaw and Alpine, as well as Tahoe and Truckee. The gondola 
can not be evaluated as a stand alone, given the intended inter-connectedness with other 
developments and Squaws desire to make this a “world-class resort.” 

Water Quality- The gondola would cause the discharge of waxes, lubricants, paints, 
creosotes, fine metals, human waste, fuels and other pollutants and exotic materials that 
would migrate into Frog Pond and the Five Lakes, known habitats and designated 
Critical Habitats for the endangered Sierra yellow-legged frog as well as for several 
other amphibians and invertebrates. These animals in these high mountain water bodies 
are extremely sensitive to toxic and foreign materials, typically having very low 
thresholds of tolerance.. Please provide thorough risk analyses of potential project 
impacts to the resident aquatic species. 
Endangered Species Act- A proposed route for the gondola would cross through known 
populations of the endangered Sierra yellow-legged frog. The Alpine Mid-station would 
be placed inside the Critical Habitat for this species. Buildings and support facilities 
would be placed in/on frog habitat. Human activity, from skiers to lift personnel to 
noises associated with gondola operations and maintenance, need to be evaluated. 
Pollution from cables, gears, generators, skis, persons, maintenance equipment, 
lubricants, fuels, avalanche control equipment, avalanche control activities and any 
other human-related activities also need to be assessed. 
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Will the proposed action harm the Sierra yellow-legged frog and/or its habitat? Will the 
US Fish and Wildlife be involved in the biological assessment?Can this kind of impact in 
such an usual habitat be mitigated? 

Please make these scientific evaluation available to the public. 

The Wilderness Designation 
The EIR/EIS should describe the geologic, biologic, cultural and/or other reasons why 
the Granite Chief Wilderness was established and why the boundaries were established 
in the project area. What was the national interest and the state interest? What is the 
obligation of the US Forest Service to protect not only the federal lands but also the 
private lands that fall within the Designated Wilderness Boundary? The EIR/EIS should 
clearly explain what the public loss may be if the privately held Wilderness lands are 
allowed to be developed and thus forever lost to the public? 

Limitations on Operations or Project Piecemealing 
The Public Notice asserts that gondola operations will occur only during ski seasons. 
There is real concern that the gondola will end up as a year-round operation. What will 
keep a future Special Use Permit and county permit amendments rom being allowed for 
year-round operations? These kinds of permit adjustments put the public at considerable 
risk of not seeing the full project impacts now, versus a piecemealing of the proposed 
action to make the impacts look less frightening. A legally binding deed restriction or 
other way to guarantee the public that the gondola would not run outside the ski season. 
Year-round gondola operations would significantly impact our  Wilderness areas, the 
endangered species, our public trails and the national forest. If certainty of no summer 
operations can’t be given the public then the Forest Service and Placer County must fully 
address year-round operations in this EIR/EIS. 

Thank you for including these concerns in the EIR/EIS evaluation and document efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Tumas 

1568 Cortina Court 

Alpine Meadows, CA 

96146 

 


