
DANIEL HEAGERTY: My name is Daniel Heagerty. I've been a property owner and cabin owner in Alpine 

Meadows since 1963. I'm also a member of the Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League. And I could 

tell by speaking earlier today you two really wanted to hear more from me and that's why I came back 

up. I won't go through the same comments I made earlier. I just want to hit on a couple that I want to 

make sure that are clearly articulated to you. Alternatives to be evaluated. We are looking for a very 

rigorous review of alternatives. The no action equal to the proposed action, particularly the social and 

environmental impacts of a no action as compared to the proposed action. The alternative routes to the 

gondola. Our concern is that the current alignment was developed in large part by the SE Group and 

now they'll be evaluating other potential alternatives. We want to make sure that this is very objective. 

There are at least three other alternative routes for that gondola that need to be fully evaluated. And 

the alternative of enhanced ground transportation purposely points that there is a 30 to 45 minute 

problem of timing. The applicant can fix that very easily at will. The substantive technical analyses. We 

pointed that out earlier. The problem with an EIR and then an EIS, it puts additional burden on the 

reviewers. Technical reports would be very clear objective studies and evaluations before mitigation. For 

instance, as I pointed out earlier, the avalanche, you've already jumped to all the mitigation measures. 

We would like to see a licensed engineer's report updating the high hazard zones particularly with 

current climate modeling to demonstrate what we should be expecting in the future for avalanche 

conditions in the project area. The visitor increases. As I stated earlier, the concept that we're going to 

have no additional induced visitor increase because of the gondola is just not credible. So we expect a 

credible review of that. This gondola is inextricably tied to the village and that is a huge increase in 

visitor users. Cumulative impacts to be addressed. Operations for year round. We expect that to be fully 

addressed as a cumulative impact. To expect a $35 million dollar capital investment for a new gondola 

will only be operated during a continually shortened ski season is not credible, so we expect that to be 

fully addressed for year round operations. The Caldwell Estelle chairlift. That's in the county process 

now. That is directly tied to the gondola in terms of that midway station, so that needs to be evaluated 

as a cumulative effect. And then the problem that we're having is the issue of segmentation. We have 

now not only the Squaw Village but we have White Wolf coming in and the gondola Alpine Sierra and 

those cumulative impacts are going to pose tremendous impacts to Highway 89 as well as Squaw Valley 

Road and Alpine Meadows Road. So help us with that segmentation. That would be really wonderful. 

The final thing is Granite Chief Wilderness. The wilderness is the highest designation that our nation 

gives other than a national park, and we have a designated area that if the gondola cuts through it we 

lose forever. It's a tremendous loss of a public trust asset. So that needs to be addressed thoroughly in 

the document. Thank you very much. MS. BECKMAN: Before you sit down, you mentioned that there 

were three alternate routes? MR. HEAGERTY: Yes. MS. BECKMAN: Will you briefly state that? MR. 

HEAGERTY: I'm sure the SE Group could identify them. It doesn't take a genius to identify them. Thank 

you.  


