
DANIEL HEAGERTY Good afternoon, my name is Daniel Heagerty. I have had a cabin in Alpine Meadows 

in since 1963. I'm also with the organization the Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League which has 

representatives and members from Squaw, Alpine, Tahoe, to New York and Los Angeles at this point. 

First on the process. I'm concerned -- we are concerned about separate EIR and EIS documents that puts 

additional burdens on us that are not pegged to do this kind of thing. We will have two extensive 

documents to try to review and comment on, so we would like you to reconsider that. We don't 

understand why they were separated. Secondly, on public comments, based on recent experience on 

the Squaw Village we're having difficulty believing that the county will pay attention to our comments. 

Of the 350 letters received on the Squaw Village nothing changed on the proposed action, so we hope to 

have a different experience on this project. Alternatives to be evaluated. We're looking for a rigorous 

review of alternatives. Alternatives for the gondola route that will keep it further away from wilderness 

to protect the wilderness values and to protect the future opportunity for wilderness. And enhanced 

ground transportation. The problem that was identified as part of the project's purpose right now, and 

need, is the delay in bus transportation. That's the applicant's choice. He can address that. Significant 

project-related issues requiring substantive technical evaluations. The avalanche hazards. It appears that 

we already have designed the mitigation measures with the eight GazEx exploders. However, we would 

like to see an engineer's report on the avalanche hazards. We need updating of all the hazard areas 

throughout the project area and also the climate change modeling that has changed so much our snow 

conditions that will require very different avalanche management planning that has been done in the 

past. Our historical activities will not succeed in the future. Visitor increases to Squaw and Alpine. We 

don't find it credible to suggest that we're going to have 100 car reductions between Squaw and Alpine. 

This gondola is a $35 million project. It is clearly to induce additional visitor activity in both resorts which 

is more traffic. Hazardous materials. We would like an engineer's report on the materials, explosives and 

the risk in those remote locations and risk to winter recreationists. Again, we're asking for standalone 

reports so that we can have those evaluated by third parties. If it's all embedded in an EIS, EIS's are by 

nature conclusionary. Biological report that we have an endangered species next to one of the key 

facilities, and so we're hoping to get a coordination report from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. MS. 

ROUBIQUE: Could we get you to wrap it up, please? MR. HEAGERTY: Cumulative impacts. Expansion of 

operations to year round is a reasonably expected future condition given that we're going to have 

shortened ski seasons and wetter and warmer spring seasons. We also have the Estelle chairlift which 

will be entered in with this gondola so the impact of the Estelle chairlift and the cumulative impacts of 

the Squaw Village, White Wolf, and Caldwell chairlifts. Thank you very much.  


