
October 3, 2016 

Shirlee Herrington 
Environmental Coordination Services 
Community Development Resource Agency 
3091 County Center Dr. Suite 190 
Auburn, CA 95603 

Dear Shirlee, 

The following are additional scoping comments for the Squaw/Alpine Base-to-
Base Gondola EIR/EIS to be prepared by Placer County and the US Forest 
Service. 

Project Need- The information available to the public has not as yet presented 
compelling information for the need of this proposed action. Given that the 
proposal could have significant and irreversible impacts to the Granite Chief 
Wilderness Area and the adjacent Designated Wilderness Area, the public 
deserves a thorough evaluation of the public benefits versus public losses.  

Public Trust Assets- The Granite Chief Wilderness, the Five Lakes Basin, the Five 
Lakes Trail, at-risk-species and associated natural resources that are Public Trust 
Assets are to be protected by our government agencies for the use and 
enjoyment of present and future generations. Public Trust Assets hold 
particular legal protections under the Public Trust Doctrine. The EIR/EIS must 
disclose the respective fiduciary responsibilities of the government agencies 
that have Public Trust responsibilities concerning the decisions associated with 
this proposal. 

Wildfire- Wildfire risks are increasing throughout Tahoe, including Alpine 
Meadows and the Truckee River along SR 89 . The science of forest fires, 
climate change, fuel loads and other aspects of fire risks will need to be fully 
evaluated in this EIR/EIS, as the proposal includes placing volatile fuels in 
remote locations, putting more persons in remote forestlands, and placing 
various equipment in remote forest areas. More persons will be exposed to 
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emergency evacuation conditions. The EIR/EIS must address the cumulative 
conditions of Squaw Village, Alpine Sierra, White Wolf and the gondola 
regarding emergency evacuations, fire equipment access and fire fighting 
capacity at a time when a large uncontrolled forest fire sweeps through Alpine, 
Squaw and the Truckee River Canyon.  

The Wilderness Designation 

The EIR/EIS should describe the public opportunity to acquire those lands that 
have been designated by Congress and the State of California to be fully 
protected Wilderness, but have not yet been acquired for those protections. 
Has our national interest and our state interest diminished? If so, why? If not, 
what can be done to fulfill our public interest? What is the process for 
achieving the will of our Congress and our State?  

The EIR/EIS should describe the potential public losses that would occur if the 
privately held Wilderness lands were allowed to be harmed and thus forever 
lost as a Wilderness and a Public Trust Asset. 

Project Piecemealing 

The EIR/EIS should explain the financial and operational relationships of this 
gondola with the Squaw Village proposal and the White Wolf proposal. To 
describe and evaluate this project in isolation of those two projects  is 
misleading and inappropriate. The piecemealing of the interdependent 
proposals should not be carried into this EIR/EIS. Squaw Village is designed to 
accommodate the users of the gondola, would be providing the financing for 
the gondola, has provided the engineering and related technical work, will 
provide the operational support, the marketing and the other aspects of 
project implementation. The county EIR for the Squaw Village failed to address 
the gondola.  

White Wolf intends to connect two private chairlifts to the gondola, both 
directly and indirectly. More avalanche hazard issues, forest management 
issues, public lands issues, federal easements, winter use conflicts, endangered 
species threats and other public concerns will be raised with the White Wolf 
recreational plans associated with the gondola. These issues need to be 
disclosed and evaluated in this EIR/EIS. 

Year-Round Operations- The potential for year-round gondola operations is 
real. KSL as a private equity entity is obligated to maximize profits on a 
relatively short term basis. The gondola could be sold at any time, and a new 



owner quickly wanting to maximize their revenue stream and investment in an 
asset that otherwise sits idle 7-9 months a year. The public will need more 
certainty than what has been provided to date. As state before, a legally 
binding deed restriction or other guarantee of ski-season only operations must 
be clearly described in the EIR/EIS for public disclosure. If the certainty of no 
summer operations cannot be provided the public then the Forest Service and 
Placer County are obligated to fully address year-round operations in this EIR/
EIS. 

Thank you for including these concerns in the EIR/EIS. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel D. Heagerty 

Director, Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League 

P.O. Box 2244 

Olympic Valley, CA 96146 

Copy: 

Eli Ilano, Forest Supervisor, Tahoe National Forest


