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Shirlee Herrington

From: Bryan Pressnall <bpressnall@peoplepc.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2016 9:13 AM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
Subject: Fw: Squaw-Alpine gondola comment

Sorry, I hope this isn't too late.  I just noticed that my original email didn't go through because I 
misspelled your address. 

 
 
A few comments about the Squaw-Alpine gondola proposal: 
 
I am a resident of Tuolumne County, and have been coming up to the Truckee-Tahoe area and skiing 
Squaw Valley for over thirty years. 
 
One of the claims made by Squaw Valley is that the gondola will decrease traffic on local 
roads.  Squaw Valley would not be spending millions of dollars on this lift if it didn't expect substantial 
increases in customers because of it.  In the long run, I think the gondola would cause Increased 
traffic, not less traffic.  Troy Caldwell is counting on this lift so he can build a private resort on his land, 
thereby increasing traffic and impacts even further.  Are there any plans to make highway 89 a 
freeway? 
 
The gondola and eight Gazex Exploders would negatively impact the viewsheds of Alpine Meadows, 
Squaw Valley, Granite Chief Wilderness, and the Five Lakes Trail. 
 
The estimated ride time for the proposed lift is thirteen minutes.  The shuttle bus ride takes 
approximately thirteen minutes.  Yes, there is a convenience factor of not having to wait for the bus, 
but most people would only use it for one round trip per day, if that, plus shorter bus trip intervals 
could eliminate most of the waiting time. 
 
The lift would dangerously increase skier traffic on the Saddle Run on KT-22, already the most 
crowded run on that lift. 
 
The lift corridor would require tree removal on the north side of KT-22 peak, negatively affecting the 
environment, viewshed, and reducing skier visibility on storm days. 
 
Squaw Valley claims the lift is needed so beginner skiers at Squaw can access more terrain at Alpine 
Meadows.  There is actually more beginner terrain at Squaw, but strong winds can shut down lifts on 
the upper mountain where most of the beginner terrain is located.  If the winds are strong enough to 
close the upper mountain, then the gondola would most likely be closed also, because of the strong 
SW winds that blow up the exposed backside of KT-22.  In that case the gondola would serve no 
purpose and the shuttle bus would have to be used anyway.   
 
The gondola traverses across the Granite Chief Wilderness boundary as shown on Forest Service 
maps.  Although this is private land and the FS has no direct jurisdiction over this land, I believe the 
intent of the boundary line was to eventually include this section of land in the Wilderness, if the land 
became available to purchase or trade. 
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The current shuttle bus works just fine and is underutilized as it is.  I have ridden the bus at times and 
been the only passenger.  I think running more small, perhaps hydrogen powered, busses on more 
frequent- say, 10-15 minutes instead of the current 20 minute schedule, would increase skier 
convenience, but eliminate the huge impact of the proposed gondola.   
 
I think it is a marketing gimmick so they can claim Alpine and Squaw are now one big ski area.  It will 
not be the largest ski area in the country, as Park City and Big Sky will still be larger, so they will not 
be able to make that claim.  The lift does not increase the size of of the currently existing terrain, and 
will only contribute to a degraded skier experience, with more crowded slopes and more traffic.  It is 
one of those things, that on the surface sounds like a good idea, but once you look at all the 
implications and realize the shuttle bus is almost as convenient, the gondola just doesn't make 
sense.  I was one who thought it sounded like a good idea, but after further analysis, have become 
opposed to it. 
 
 Bryan Pressnall 
  
 
 
 
 




